
 

PCMS 6th Grade Parent Information Sheet for 

SCIENCE 

 

Most Frequently Asked Questions by Students: 

 

Question:  So what will I learn this year in science? 

Answer:  The topics for this year fall under 4 main categories:  Chemistry, Physics, 

Earth Science and Life Science.  The specific units are shown below: 

Science Safety & 
Journaling 

Elements and Compounds The Earth 

Measurement & Tools 
 

Energy Resources Rocks & Minerals 

The Scientific Method 
 

Energy & Forces Our Solar System & Space 
Exploration 

Properties of Matter 
 

Forces & Motion Introduction to Life 
Science 

If you or your parents want to know more about science content, turn to page 19 using the link below:  

http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/306/2016-2017%20PfISD%20MS%20Courseguide%204.pdf 

 

Question:  Do I have to take a Science STAAR test like I did this year? 

Answer:  Although there is no Science STAAR test given in 6th grade or 7th grade, the 

content that you learn in both grade levels will represent 15-17/42 questions on your 8th 

grade Science STAAR test!  This is why it’s so important to listen and learn all you can 

so you can remember and make connections to all the new things you will learn in 

science over the next three years! 

 

Question:  I was told by a friend that I have to keep this ‘notebook thing’ all year long in 

science, is that true? 

Answer:  Your friend is referring to an interactive notebook.  You will keep one all 3 

years in each of your science classes and it would be similar to a journal you might 

have kept in elementary school.  You will take notes, do experiments, glue things in it 

and at the end of the year you should keep it so you can study from it to help you 

remember content that will be on your 8th grade Science STAAR test. 

 

Question:  How many experiments do we get to do in science? 

Answer:  You will average about 40% laboratory investigations each week which comes 

out to about 2 labs per week.  This is why science safety and familiarizing yourself with 

all the science equipment that will be used throughout the year happens at the 

beginning of the school year during Unit 1 and 2.   

 

http://www.pfisd.net/cms/lib/TX01001527/Centricity/Domain/306/2016-2017%20PfISD%20MS%20Courseguide%204.pdf


 

 

 

Question:  Do we have to do a science fair project? 

Answer:  All students in a PreAP Science class must complete an 

independent investigation per district requirements. At PCMS, we 

use a Rube Goldberg experiment of your design to meet this 

requirement. Students will receive a rubric and will have guidance from their science 

teacher before the project is started at home. When completed, your video clip will be 

uploaded for display during Science Night for all to preview. 

 

 

 

1.  When looking at a rainbow, do you wonder how it forms? 

2.  While in a garden, do you marvel at the beautiful flowers and wonder how a tiny 

seed grows into such a thing of beauty? 

3.  Do you take things apart because you are curious about how they work? 

4.  Do you watch Utube videos and quickly learn how to complete a task. 

5.  Do you like collecting flowers, rocks, minerals, insects, leaves, fossils, arrowheads 

and/or shells? 

6.  Do you geek out about all the interesting facts and adaptions so many plants and 

animals have on this planet? 

7.  Do you like mixing things together to create something new? 

8.  Do you ponder what it would be like to travel in space or visit another planet or 

moon? 

9.  Do you think roller coasters are cool and think about redesigning one for a better 

ride? 

10.  Do you protect the environment by recycling and conserving energy? 

 If you answered yes to the majority of these questions, you have a ‘science 

mind’.  You are a natural scientist.  Everything around you raises questions 

about your world and your analytical mind wants to solve these questions.   

DO YOU THINK YOUR CHILD LIKES SCIENCE? 
Have them take this quiz and find out… 

 

 


